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D E A R  R E S I D E N T S , 

We all know the power that hearing 
an old song can have over our emo-
tions. The melody is able to magically 
transport us back in time and bring 
back vivid memories. In June I took my 
son, Chip, to his first ever real concert, 
being Shawn Mendes. He has been 
a big fan of Shawn Mendes songs 
for awhile and we brought along a 
friend of his who is also a huge fan. 
The boys had a wonderful time and it 
was amazing as a parent to see how 
excited Chip was to experience live 
music. Our feature family, the Singhs, 
are a musical family and I hope you 
enjoy reading their story and learning 
how the mom was inspired by her son to chase her own dreams. 

What songs bring back emotional memories from your past? The songs we love 
become woven into a neural tapestry entwined with the people, seasons, and 
locations throughout our lifespan. Here are a few that mean a great deal to me: 

  Michael Buble - Everything - our wedding song 

  One Republic - Good Life - the song we "gave" Chip when he was born 

  James Taylor - How Sweet It Is - prom theme
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“ B r i n g i n g  Pe o p l e  To g e t h e r ! ”

RE A L E S TAT E
E S S A M E L S A F Y 
Shorewest Realtors®
(414) 350.4611  
eelsafy@shorewest.com 

To learn more about becoming  
an expert contributor, contact  

K AT H Y DUR A ND  at (262) 716 4788  
and kdurand@bestversionmedia.com, or  

C HRI S TA B A NHOL Z E R  at  
cbanholzer@bestversionmedia.com

IN SUR A NCE
A NDRE W MC C A BE 
Allstate® Insurance
(414) 961-1166
andrewmccabe@allstate.com

E X P E R T  C O N T R I B U TO R S

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  R ES I D EN T S

V I L L AG E O F  W H I T EF I S H B AY  W I S C O N S I N
Julie Siegel, Village President  |  Bay Leaves is mailed directly to your home 
through the courtesy of our advertisers at no cost to you or the Village of 
Whitefish Bay. We encourage you to thank them with your support.

Call us today to find out about how 
DeLeers Service Division 

can help with your small project, remodel, 
miscellaneous repairs, maintenance, and more.

6969 N. Pt. Washington Rd., Ste. B115, Glendale, WI 53217
414.446.9305 | deleers.com
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C O N T I N U E D O N PAG E 6

THE Musical 
SINGH 
FAMILY 

Often times parents will encourage their children to 
chase their dreams whether it be in sports, music, 
or any other area the child shows interest in. For 
Suzanne Singh, the situation was reverse, with her 

children being the inspiration she needed to chase her dream 
of having a musical career. 

From an early age, Suzanne always loved to sing and viewed 
music as her greatest passion. While having a role in the musical 
world was always a thought in the back of her mind, she took a 
25 year hiatus from singing while she added the role of wife and 
mother to her life. “I came from a very traditional family where 
being in a band was never even a consideration,” said Suzanne. 
“The plan my parents had for me was that I would go to college, 
get a job, get married, have kids…and that’s where the story 
basically ends. While I always had the dream of singing and 
performing, my reality was to focus on my career and family.”

For years, Suzanne followed the plan laid out by her parents 
and in 2001, met her husband, Anoop, while he was completing 
his medical training in Kentucky. Anoop was born in England 
and his parents are from India. When Anoop was three, his 
family moved to the United States, with both of his parents 
also being doctors. Anoop is in a specialized field of medicine 
which resulted in numerous cross-country moves for the couple 
while he was training. “When it came time to settle down for 
my career, I realized that Suzanne had given up a lot over the 
years with all of our moves so I asked her what city would she 

like to raise our family in,” said Anoop. “She listed out 10 cities 
that she would enjoy living in with Milwaukee being one of them. 
There was a great job opening here so we took the leap of faith 
and moved here.”

For over a decade Anoop has been a pediatric cardiologist at 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, where he has both a clinical 
and educational role. He also serves as the medical director for 
Project ADAM, which aims to implement awareness, training 
and effective emergency response when a cardiac arrest takes 
place in a school. Project ADAM was started in memory of 
Adam Lemel, who was a WFB high school student who tragi-
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cally passed away in 1999 after going into cardiac arrest while 
playing basketball. Anoop is also the board president of the 
Metro Milwaukee American Heart Association. 

The couple's three children, Julian (16), Ajay (14) and  Sunita (11) 
all attend the public schools and enjoy growing up in Whitefish 
Bay. While Suzanne was enjoying her role as homemaker, the 
dream of being a singer started to resurface in 2015 when Julian 
began a band with some friends at the age of 11. “Their band was 
extremely successful performing at Summerfest, local venues 
and winning music contests,” said Suzanne. “Watching my son 
perform on stage was the spark that made me realize it’s never 
too late to follow your passion and do the things in life that make 
you happy and bring joy.” 

Motivated to get back into singing, Suzanne began working with 
a vocal coach to prepare for a yearly fundraising singing event 
held by Radio Milwaukee. After a year of hard work, Suzanne 
made her big debut, throwing aside her self-doubt wondering 
how she could go from being a stay-at-home mom to a singer 
in a rock band. 

Fast-forward to present day and Suzanne is now the singer of 
two bands. The first is an original alternative rock group called 
Rocket Cat. This group performs all new music that the band 
creates and generates themselves. They recently released their 
second album titled Little Lights. The second band, Mixtape, is 
an 80’s tribute band that plays all cover songs from that time 
period. Both bands have been extremely successful and have 
numerous gigs lined up the next few months. The lineups can 
be found at their websites but nearby shows include Mixtape 
playing at Shorewood’s Summer Sounds on August 14th and 
Bayshore Mall on August 15th.  

When asked about the best and worst part of being in a band, 
Suzanne had a straight-forward answer. “The best part is the 
guys who make up the band and the fun we all have together, 
we wouldn’t do it if wasn’t fun. I also love our fans and they make 
the shows fun. The worst part is seeing images of our band pop 
up on social media that we have no control over. It’s difficult 
being an aging woman in a youthful industry that emphasizes 
appearance and image. With everyone having a cell phone, all 
bands just have no control over what images are taken and put 
on social media.” 

The family loves to give back to the community with both Su-
zanne and Anoop taking on a number of volunteer roles. Suzanne 
produced the Variety Show at Cumberland for the past 8 years 
and also started the annual “Voice of the Bay” vocal competition 
in conjunction with Green Day in the Bay. Anoop was a board 
member of the WFB Civic Foundation for the past 6 years and 
thoroughly enjoyed his time serving on that committee. 

With music in their blood, it comes as no surprise that all three 
of their children play an instrument. Sunita plays the upright 
and electric bass, Ajay the drums and trumpet, and Julian plays 
drums and trombone. Sunita and Ajay also are active soccer 
players and Julian enjoys his part-time job at Brass Bell. All three 
children have also done modeling over the years. “Julian’s most 
exciting shoot was with Aaron Rodgers, Sunita loved doing 
photos for the American Girl catalogue, and Ajay had fun with 
ads for Lands’ End,” said Anoop.

For now Suzanne continues to enjoy being a mom by day and 
rockstar by night. 

B Y C H R I S T I N E M C B R I D E 
PH O T O S B Y B O U T I Q U E PH O T O G R A PH E R)

N O R T H S H O R E  H E A LT H  D E PA R T M E N T

B Y K R I S T E N 
S H AV E R

World 
Breastfeeding 
Week

IN HONOR OF WORLD BREASTFEEDING WEEK , over 120 countries 
will be celebrating breastfeeding and empowering women 
to push through barriers that prevent them from achieving 
their breastfeeding goals. While most mothers understand 
the value of breastfeeding for both themselves and their 
children, some may struggle to continue when difficulties 
arise and adequate support is not at hand.

In order to foster the practice among working moms, breast-
feeding coalitions are encouraging child care centers and 
workplaces to become “breastfeeding friendly.” Locally, the 
Wisconsin Breastfeeding Coalition offers grants to help em-
ployers nurture lactation support through implementation of 
a positive breastfeeding environment and feeding policies. 

While the North Shore Health Department has recognized 
breastfeeding friendly workplaces for several years, they 
recently added a program to help child care centers receive 
the certification. Becoming recognized as breastfeeding 
friendly allows sites to develop good rapport with clients and 
employees who desire to breastfeed by providing resources 
and space to do so within the facility. It encourages all staff 
to be up-to-date with research pertaining to the benefits of 
breastfeeding, further building a supportive environment, 
which should lead to healthier children, better attendance, 
and greater public recognition. After having successfully 
completed the necessary training, the child care center will 
be recognized as breastfeeding friendly and able to share 
this designation with current and potential client families.

See https://worldbreastfeedingweek.org, https://www.
wibreastfeeding.com, and https://gonapsacc.org for more 
information on giving children a healthy start. 

Visit https://www.nshealthdept.org/BreastfeedingGeneral 
for links to local child care sites and workplaces recognized 
as breastfeeding friendly. 
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The Official Village Weekly E-Newsletter
Be the first to know about What’s Up at the Village! Subscribe 
to the free weekly Official Village Online Newsletter: Send your 
Email address to Tim Blakeslee, Assistant Village Manager, 
t.blakeslee@wfbvillage.org or subscribe at bit.ly/1U49dmE

REFUSE AND RECYCLING GUIDELINES: 
▶▶ All household domestic waste (i.e. bagged 

refuse) must be put inside carts for collection.

▶▶ Only Village Carts for Refuse and 
Recycling may be used. 

▶▶ All recycling goes in the blue recycling cart .

▶▶ All refuse goes in the gray refuse cart. 

▶▶ Required cart placement is on the parkway, driveway 
apron, or outside alley garage with lid closed.

▶▶ Carts should open towards the street or 
alley with the handle toward the house.

▶▶ Carts should be placed at least three feet apart from 
each other and any other obstruction on both sides 
of cart, and a maximum of three feet from the curb.

▶▶ Additional carts (refuse and recycling) are available 
for sale for $75 each. Contact Erin Granstrom 
at 414-962-6690 ext. 119 with questions. 

SPECIAL REFUSE PICKUPS: 
▶▶ Free special 

pickup of 
non-domestic 
waste item under 4’x4’x7’ (e.g., end table or 
chair). You do not need to call this in, and can 
place item in the refuse carts (if possible) or 
next to the cart for free on collection day. 

▶▶ Paid special refuse pickup of non-domestic waste 
over 4’x4’x7’ and under 5’x5’x15’ (e.g., large sectional 
sofa). Please call 414-962-6690 to schedule this 
pickup. The cost is $45 and is paid at Village Hall.

FORBIDDEN ITEMS: 
▶▶ No grass clippings, contractor waste, or styrofoam 

peanuts are allowed in refuse or recycling.

▶▶ No grass clippings are allowed in yard waste.

▶▶ Only dried latex paint is allowed in refuse. Please 
remove lid and place dried latex cans next to the gray 
refuse cart. No other types of paint are acceptable in 
refuse or recycling. See MMSD Hazmat 
collection sites (https://www.mmsd.
com/what-you-can-do/home-haz-mat-
collection) for ways to dispose other 
types of paint and hazardous materials. 

V I L L AG E I N F O R M AT I O N

Summer Ice Cream Social  
Wednesday, August 7th
Mark your calendars for the Whitefish Bay 
Civic Foundation’s Ice Cream Socials! Join 
us Wednesday, August 7th from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. at School House Park, across 
the street from the library, as we celebrate 
summer with ice cream cones, sundaes 
and root beer floats. Live music will be 
provided by the Whitefish Bay Community 
Band. We look forward to seeing you at 
this free, family event!

Sounds of Summer is Just 
Around the Corner 
Saturday, August 17th 
Enjoy the last, lazy days of summer at 
Sounds of Summer on Saturday, August 

17th. The evening kicks off at 5:00pm on 
Silver Spring Drive with an energetic per-
formance by Boogie & the Yo-Yo’z (“The 
hottest party band in Wisconsin”) from 
6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

W H I T EF I S H B AY  C I V I C  F O U N DAT I O N

B Y T E R R I  S O M E R S
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ENJOY THE LAST MONTH OF SUMMER ON SILVER SPRING! 

Can you believe that it is August already? This year we welcomed 
the Whitefish Bay Art Fest on Silver Spring Drive – what a 
wonderful addition it was to the street!  The Sidewalk Sale-A-
Bration was also a great success that offered a great shopping 
experience and the Kids Adventure Zone.

The Farmers Market remains in full swing on Saturday’s from 8:00 
am to Noon in the Aurora Parking Lot until October 19, 2019.  The 
Farmers Market has already been a great success and includes live 
music and numerous vendors each Saturday. For more information 
about the market and recent photos, “like” the Farmers Market on 
Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/wfbfarmmkt/

Did you know that shopping local has many benefits to the local 
economy? Studies show that when you buy from an independent 
locally owned business rather than a nationally owned business, 
significantly more of your money is used to make purchases 
from other local businesses, service providers, and farms which 
strengthens the economic base of the community.

Here are the Top 9 Reasons to Buy Local, Eat Local, and Go Local:

▶▶ Build Community!

▶▶ Strengthen Your 
Local Economy!

▶▶ Shape Our Character!

▶▶ You Can Buy It 
Where You Try It!

▶▶ Create A Healthier 

Environment!

▶▶ Lower Taxes!

▶▶ Get Real Value 
For Yourself!

▶▶ Enhance Choices!

▶▶ Increase Wealth 
of Residents!

Don’t forget to follow and Like us on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/ShopWFB/. Also, visit our website at www.
MerchantsofWhitefishBay.com

Distinctive Design   Classic Craftsmanship

414.774.7870   creamcityconstruction.com Contact us to schedule an appointment to start your remodeling project.

Cream City has done multiple projects for 
us and we have been very happy with the 
process and results!

- Whitefish Bay Resident

Cream City has done multiple projects for 
us and we have been very happy with the 
process and results!

- Whitefish Bay Resident

petroueyecare.com
414.247.2020 | Glendale

EXPERIENCE LIFE WITHGreat Vision
■    Detailed Eye Health and 

Vision Exams for All Ages
■    Custom Glasses and 

Contact Lens Evaluations
■    Experienced Team of 

Eye Wear Stylists
■    Specializing in Optical 

Consulting for All Vision and 
Eye Problems, Including:

■ Red, Irritated or Dry Eyes
■ Eye Strain or Headaches
■ Blur due to:

- Macular Degeneration
- Autoimmune Disease
- Cataracts
- Glaucoma
- Diabetes

CHRISTINA PETROU, O.D.
35 Years Experience in Eye Care

Fall Recreation and Community Education 
Program Guides Expected Mid-August! 
Whitefish Bay Mail Carriers should have the Fall Recreation 
and Community Education Guides delivered to Whitefish Bay 
residents by mid-August.  Don’t wait to sign up for your most 
wanted classes. Programs can fill quickly! 

Connects Before and After School Program is 
Currently Accepting Registration for the 2019-
2020 school year. 
The start of school is right around the corner. Do you have 
your before and after child care arrangements made yet? The 
Whitefish Bay School District’s Connects program provides 
Before, After and K4 Wrap-Around Care for its students 
that attend Richard and Cumberland Elementary Schools. 
Registration for the 2019-2020 school year is currently in session. 
All registration takes place at the Recreation and Community 
Education Department please call (414) 963-3801 for registration 
materials and assistance. 

Fall Flag Football Leagues 
Deadline is August 9th 
Are you ready for some football? Get your team together and plan 
to air it out for the trophy Saturdays this fall starting September 
7th! Looking for players in grades 1 thru 6th and NEW this year 
we will have a 7th and 8th grade league. A team t-shirt is included 
with registration. Further program and registration information 
is in the Summer and Fall Recreation Guides. 

▶▶ Fee: $55.00 Res/ $65.00 Non Res
▶▶ Registration Deadline: August 9th

Community Fitness Center Fall 
Membership Renewal
Don’t “fall” off your fitness schedule this year and remember to 
renew and/or registration for your Fitness Center membership in 
time for the Fall 2019 season! Seasonal rates: $120.00 residents, 
$100 resident seniors. Tours available on request. Contact 
the Recreation and Community Education Department for 
registration information and tour requests at 414-963-3947. 

Community Garden Still Needs You!
It might be past the growing season but its Harvest Time and 
the community garden is still looking for volunteers and donors 
to help us with harvesting, fall clean up and then winterizing 
the garden. Those who volunteer and donate get an opportunity 
to take home fresh produce. Interested in volunteering or 
making a monetary donation please stop into the Recreation 
and Community Education Department!

55 AND BETTER  |  D A Y  T R I P S

Tuesday, September 17th
China Lights at Boerner Botanical Gardens and 
dinner at Lovers Lane Seafood Restaurant. 
This international lantern festival can be traced back to the 
beginning of the Eastern Han Dynasty! Along with the beautiful 
China Lights we will see live performances, cultural displays and 
visit a market place! Before our tour we will enjoy an outstanding 
seafood buffet that includes a sushi bar! Invite a friend for this 
special evening! This is a walking tour so please dress accord-
ingly. This event is well attended so get your registration in early! 
Registration deadline is August 17thCost $75.00 includes Badger 
Bus transportation. Depart Lydell at 3:00pm and return at 9:00pm

Saturday, September 28th
The Warrens Cranberry Festival 
This is the largest cranberry festival in the world! Right here in 
Warrens, WI and is celebrating 47 years! You will find 850 art 
and craft booths, 350 antique booths, over 100 farmers market 
vendors and 100 different food booths! There will also be live 
music to enjoy! Marsh tour tickets can be purchased at time of 
arrival for a separate $6.00 fee at the Wetherby Stone Building. 
This is a separate guided tour. This tour goes rain or shine, 
please dress accordingly. Registration deadline is August 20th.

▶▶ Cost $65.00. Depart Lydell at 7:00am and return at 8:00pm

B Y C A R I N 
K E L A N D, 

D I R E C T O R O F 
R E C R E AT I O N 

A N D 
C O M M U N I T Y 
E D U C AT I O N

W H I T EF I S H B AY  R E C R E AT I O N  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C AT I O N

For additional program 
and registration 

information, Contact 
Carolyn Noori, WFB 

Senior Program 
Coordinator at 963-3992.

M ER C H A N T S O F  W H I T E F I S H  B AY

B Y K AT I E C O M M E R

Summer Fun Continues 
on Silver Spring Drive
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Panda Home Improvement LLC Whole Home Remodelers
262-505-6262 | www.pandahomeonline.com

Full Service Remodeling | Interior & Exterior

“ We take your home from unbearable to Panda Perfect!”

DAY CARE
OVERNIGHT CARE

GROOMING
TRAINING CLASSES

1820 S. 1st St. Mke, WI 53204 • 414.763.1304 • bayviewbark.com

WWW.ZUERNS.COM

Allenton  Hwy W
262-629-5551

Cedarburg   Hwy C
262-375-9400

Franklin  Ryan & S. 80th

414-529-9770
Watertown Hwys 26 & Y

920-261-5676

Your Deck. 
Your Masterpiece.  

  Let us help you 
 create your dream!

Performance Decking Built to Last.  
With an enhanced real-wood look and strength 
backed by Ally Armour Technology™, AZEK’s capped polymer
 decking materials are top of the line in quality and beauty

M A DAC C

AUGUST 8 IS INTERNATIONAL CAT DAY. It is 
estimated that there are 94.2 million cats 
owned by cat lovers in the United States. 
So many of us love cats and share our lives 
with them. But, overall, we need to step up 
our game for our beloved feline friends. 

Only 30% of cat owners adopted their cat 
from a shelter or rescue. Most people get 
their cats from finding them outside or 
from a friend with a female who was not 
spayed. When you adopt from a shelter or 
rescue the cats are sterilized, vaccinated 
and microchipped.

Cats are prolific breeders. MADACC takes 
in around 6,000 cats per year. Most are 
not sterilized. Female cats can get preg-
nant while they are nursing a litter. They 
can have up to 3 litters a year. Only about 

3-5% of cats are reclaimed from shelters 
in our country. It is so important to have 
your cat spayed or neutered. 

In all municipalities in Milwaukee County, 
cats are required to be licensed and kept 
on your own property. We know cats love 
to be outside if you let them, which you 
should not. Our community has many risks 
for cats, including coyotes, rodents, dogs 
and other cats who can fight with them 
or pass on diseases, external and internal 
parasites and humans.

Celebrate your kitty this year by keeping 
them safe, indoors and sterilizing them. 
Your kitty deserves it.

B Y K A R E N S PA R A PA N I ,  M I LWAU K E E A R E A 
D O M E S T I C C O N T R O L C O M M I S S I O N

CELEBRATINGCats 
ON 

INTERNATIONAL 
CAT DAY!
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Cards

North 
Shore’s 
Premier 

Auto Repair 
Facility

T h a n k s  f o r  Yo u r  P a s t  B u s i n e s s

Fo r  O v e r  3 6  Ye a r s

Fixed Right the First Time! 

Fast 24 Hour Towing Available

D av e ’s  Tow i n g  •  414 491-2587

Save $100! Bonus Discount
SPEND THIS SAVE THIS
$100 -$199 SAVE $15
$200 -$299 SAVE $20
$300 -$399 SAVE $30
$400 -$499 SAVE $40
$500 -$599 SAVE $50
$600 -$699 SAVE $60
$700 -$899 SAVE $75
$900 or more SAVE $100

Coupons must be presented at time of write up. Expires  8/30/19. 

Up to 5 quarts on most cars, 5W30 or 10W30.
Synthetic oil & special filters extra.

Plus environmental fee. By appointment only.
No other discount applies.  Expires  8/30/19. 

Ultra Oil Change
& Filter

$24.95
Includes 22 Point Inspection

We’ll repair your car for less! FAST!

Silver Spring Automotive, Inc.
2003 W. Bender Road, Glendale, 53209

2 blocks west of Green Bay Ave, Speedway & The Green 7

414-351-5080
silverspringautomotive.com

Fixed Right the First Time! Fixed Right the First Time! 

• Dressing
• Bathing
• Transportation
• Skilled nursing services
• Plus much more! Owners:

Tim and Laura Bireley, RN

• Alzheimer’s care
• Dementia care
• Meal preparation
• Ambulation (fall risk)
• Personal Hygiene

Winner of Nations Highest Quality Award
The Best of Home Care Leader in Excellence award is the highest quality 
designation bestowed by Home Care Pulse, the national leader in 
consumer research and quality assurance for the home care industry.  

Home Helpers is the only home care company awarded this prestigious 
honor serving Milwaukee, Waukesha, Ozaukee and Washington County. 

Home Care Services: 

Coming Home from Rehab or the Hospital?  
Customized & Personalized 1:1 Home Care 

Home care = often less expensive + no need to move 

Please call for 
your FREE Nurse 

assessment
262-365-1443

Home Helpers
 of 

Greater Milwaukee 
www.HomeHelpersWI.com 
Info@HomeHelpersWI.com

Each office is independently owned & operated

Hourly and live-in care available

YOU HAVE TO HAVE IT EVERY MORNING—that subtly sweet, dark 
coffee that’s icy cold and perks you right up. Maybe with a 
glug of milk or cream and a spoonful of sugar or honey. Cold 
brew coffee could be considered the bookish older sister of 
iced coffee; it’s smoother, a bit more mellow and, some would 
argue, more sophisticated (and has been sitting in a coffee 
shop for 12-24 hours). 

All jokes aside, cold brew is characterized by a more gradual 
brewing process using cold water. This gives it its signature 
smoothness and reduced acidity. Traditional iced coffee is made 
by using hot water to brew coffee at double strength and then 
pouring it over ice. Cold brew is hardly new, but its mainstream 
popularity is. Now, all the big coffee chains are jumping on 
board. You can even pick it up in the grocery store. Here’s the 
thing: cold brew costs a pretty penny. However, if you make it 
yourself, all you really need is coffee, water and time. 

Cold Brew Coffee 
Yield: 1 gallon

Ingredients: 
1 lb. coffee beans

1 gallon filtered water

Coffee grinder

Large capacity food storage 
container 

Pitchers with lids 

Cheesecloth

Rubber band

Fine mesh strainer

Directions: 
Add the beans to the grinder and process to a coarse grind (like 
that of raw sugar). It’s okay to do this step in batches. 

Mix the water and coffee grounds together in the food storage 
container, then place the lid on top.

Store in the refrigerator for 18-24 hours.

Line the strainer with cheesecloth, and place it over a large 
pitcher. Strain the coffee, working in batches if needed. 

Transfer cold brew to pitchers. You can store it in the refrigerator 
for up to two weeks. 

To serve, mix half cold brew concentrate with half water or 
milk and pour over ice. If you like it stronger, you can always 
add less water. 

How to Enjoy Cold Brew
▶▶ Straight up. You patiently waited for 

that smooth, natural sweetness.

▶▶ With cream and sugar. Classic. 

▶▶ Spiked with vanilla vodka, coffee 
liquor and a splash of cream. 

▶▶ Shaken with a few tablespoons of 
sweetened condensed milk.

▶▶ Whirred in a blender with almond butter, half a 
banana, ice, almond milk, and vanilla protein powder. 

B Y C H E L S E A S C O T T

R E C I P E



AU G U S T 2 0 1 9B AY  L E AV E S /  V I L L AG E O F  W H I T E F I S H B AY1 6 1 7

262-377-7410

CALE
er, Yellow Pages, or any black and white laser-printed materials.

ND WHITE
or any materials being reproduced on a copier.  It is also the version you will send out for
creening.

ALE

D WHITE
t i l b i d d

Gregory D. Bell, DDS, MS

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
Full Treatment Including 

a Free Consultation
(Affordable Payment Plans)

www.bellortho.com

$250 OFF
* Not valid with any other discounts or 

coupons. Valid only at start of full treatment. 
Must be presented at time of consultation.

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

CEDARBURG
W68 N930 Washington Ave.
Cedarburg, WI 53012

PORT WASHINGTON
1000 Wisconsin Centre
Port Washington, WI 53074

GLENDALE
5380 N. Port Washington Rd.
Glendale, WI 53217

262- 377-7410

BUILD-YOUR-OWN JUST 
THE WAY YOU LIKE IT

BOOK YOUR EVENT TODAY! 262-292-0740
events@golfthebog.com • thebarnatthebog.com • Saukville, WI

NOW OPEN 

T H E  P E R F EC T  B L E N D  O F 
RUSTIC & ELEGANCE

WEDDINGS, SPECIAL 
EVENTS & GOLF OUTINGS

WED.-SUN., JULY 31-AUG.4
MILWAUKEE COMEDY FESTIVAL
@Location varies
Celebrate funny with nearly a 
week of comedy’s top talent.
Cost: $16-20
mkecomedyfest.com

THURS.-SUN., AUG. 1-11
WISCONSIN STATE FAIR
@State Fair Park
Explore Wisconsin agriculture, 
livestock, rides, food and more 
at the 2019 State Fair. Check the 
website for discounts and deals.
Time: Sun.-Thurs. 8am-11pm, 
Fri.-Sat. 8am-12am
Cost: $7-12
wistatefair.com

SAT.-SUN., AUG. 10-11
MORNING GLORY FINE CRAFT FAIR 
@Fiserv Forum Plaza
With an all new location, 
this year’s ceramics, prints, 
wearables, glass, jewelry, 
leather, photos, sculptures and 
more are not to be missed.
Time: 10am-5pm
Cost: Free
WDCC.org

THURS.-SUN., AUG. 15-18
MILWAUKEE A LA CARTE
@Milwaukee County Zoo
"Feast with the Beasts" and 
enjoy a variety of flavors from 
local eateries that will leave 
you craving more. Animals are 
on display as popular bands 
perform live.
Time: Thurs.-Sat. 9am-10pm, 
Sun. 9am-8pm
Cost: Up to $15
Milwaukeezoo.org

THURS.-SUN., AUG. 15-18
IRISH FEST
@Summerfest Grounds
Come dance, sing, eat and enjoy 
the world’s largest celebration 

of Celtic music and culture.
Time: Thurs. 5-10pm, Fri. 4pm-
12am, Sat. 12pm-12am, Sun. 
11am-10pm
Cost: $5-20, see website for 
special offers
Irishfest.com

SAT., AUG. 17
INDIA FEST
@Humboldt Park
Come experience the essence 
of India through food, the arts 
and more at the seventh annual 
India Fest.
Time: 11am-9pm
Cost: Free
indiafestmilwaukee.org

FRI.-SUN., AUG. 23-25
MEXICAN FIESTA
@Summerfest Grounds
Celebrate Milwaukee’s largest 
fiesta with the sound, history, 
culture and taste of Mexico.
Time: 12pm-12am
Cost: $14, family packages 
available
mexicanfiesta.org

WED., AUG. 28
S'MORE FUN AT CAMP WHITCOMB/MASON
@Friendship Lodge, Camp 
Whitcomb/Mason
Back by popular demand, 
come witness first-hand all the 
wonderful happenings right in 
our backyard. This casual event 
will allow guests to support 
Camp’s mission and experience 
some of the daily activities kids 
enjoy at Camp.
Time: 5pm reception by the 
pool, 7pm “family-style” dinner 
and program
Cost: $100
www.bgcmilwaukee.org/smores

August2019<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

CA L EN DA R O F  E V E N T S

When I was a teenager, my family 
spent a year as a foster family for 

local rescue dogs. They ranged in age 
from puppy to senior dog, and we would 
keep them until they were adopted, be it 
a single night or as long as three weeks. 

The purpose of fostering is to acclimate 
homeless dogs to life with humans. Most of 
the dogs we took on had been neglected. 
Many had spent at least some time fending 
for themselves on the streets, but they were 
never aggressive. All of them loved people. 
In fact, they were affectionate to the point 
of being needy, and it actually became a bit 
tiresome. They were like babies: someone 
always had to be in the room with them. 
Left to her own devices, one particularly 
enterprising chewer managed to make her 
way through her plastic kennel, a football 
tee, a library book, and a cactus. 

My family’s foster duties included every-
thing from house-training to teaching them 
to walk up and down stairs and eat from 
a bowl. Most of the dogs weren’t used to 
being fed. Several ate like their food was 

about to be taken away from them—which, 
in their experience, it probably had been. 
All of them needed heavy-duty baths and 
treatments for fleas and worms, but they 
were all so happy and grateful to have a 
home (even a temporary one) that it was 
easy to look past the occasional mess. 

Like many first-time foster families, we 
absolutely fell in love with our first dog, 
Lucy. We seriously considered keeping 
her. (As the foster family, you generally 
get first dibs if you want to adopt.) It was 
a very difficult decision to let her go, but, 
ultimately, it was for the best. We were 
never meant to be full-time pet owners. 
For one thing, if we’d kept Lucy, we cer-
tainly wouldn’t have been able to help any 
of the next nine dogs we ended up foster-
ing over the course of the following year. 

It was also nice to get a break once in a 
while: we were only sent new dogs when 
we asked for them, and if we ever wanted to 
go on a vacation (and we did for one week), 
the team would arrange for another family 
to watch the dogs while we were gone. 

Fostering is a great way to test whether 
your family is ready to own a dog. The 
rescues we fostered were all high-main-
tenance (and they tried our patience at 
times). But it really gave us a sense of 
what it would be like to be a pet family—
especially in the early stages. If you’re 
concerned about cost, most organizations 
will cover everything involved in fostering: 
from food, toys, supplies, neutering and 
spaying, and other medical expenses. 

It was an extremely rewarding experience, 
and I still miss Lucy, Tasha, Bear, Rider, 
Sadie, Jessie, Oliver, Travis, Elroy and Amy. 
On the other hand, I’m so glad I got to help 
them on the road to healing, recovery and 
their forever families.

If you would like to get involved with an-
imal fostering, your local shelters and 
adoption agencies are always happy to 
hear from you. 

B Y M A D I S O N FA R K A S 

Thinking  
About 
Fostering a 
Rescue Dog? 

PE T  C O R N E R
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C O M M U N I T Y

The Whitefish Bay Community Garden: 
The Community Garden, located at the WFB High School, is 
up and running at full speed!  Our main priority right now is 
building a sound infrastructure to enable us to utilize the garden 
at full capacity in the years ahead.  We are in the process of 
building raised beds for our vegetable gardens and providing 
our pollinators with beautiful flower beds. Please stop in at the 
Recreation Department to find out ways you can get involved 
or email Miriam.gerrietts@wfbschools.com. 
S U B M I T T E D B Y M I R I A M G E R R I E T T S 

The Whitefish Bay Middle 
School Green Team:
The Whitefish Bay Middle School Green Team has been 
landscaping the front and back garden to include native species, 
pollinators and plants that provide food such as hazelnut bushes. 
We are currently clearing weeds and invasives and plan to plant 
a prairie and butterfly garden in the front of the school. We 
also started a lunchroom composting program for raw fruits 
and vegetables. 
S U B M I T T E D B Y D E M A R I S K E N WO O D 

Richards Elementary PTO: 
The native plant pollinator garden at Richards is growing 
happily and seems to be enjoying all the rain we’ve been 
getting. The goal this summer is to create matching plant 
identification signage for the new additions to the garden 
last summer for the bed on the left of the main entrance. For 
the bed on the right we’re hoping to create a few pieces of 
garden art to provide some color and year-round interest. 
S U B M I T T E D B Y S U S A N S TA D T M U E L L E R

Cumberland Elementary PTO: 
In May, the Cumberland School PTO hosted a cleanup for families 
to weed the front walk, south parking field, and east building edge.  
Volunteers overhauled the raised garden bed, removing weeds 
and centralizing the scattered cup plant.  Donuts and coffee were 
enjoyed by many amidst warm weather! Our focus is to remove 
invasive species and utilize our budget to plant natives over the 
summer. The plan is also to test the soil in the raised bed to see 
if it's viable for vegetables, per approval by Buildings & Grounds.  
S U B M I T T E D BY S T E PH A N I E R . A .  H AC K E R A N D K AT H L E E N LU C I E R 

Butterfly Garden at Cahill Park: 
The Whitefish Bay Garden Club redeveloped a once neglected 
garden and created an educational space for children and adults 
to appreciate butterflies. Here, you can learn about the life cycle 
of monarch butterflies on the beautiful diorama installed by the 
club. Feel free to drop a friendly hello to any of our members 
working hard to maintain this special garden. If you have any 
interest in joining our efforts to keep the village green, please 
email us at wfbgardenclub@gmail.com to learn more. 
S U B M I T T E D B Y M O R G A N V I L A R 

GARDEN INITIATIVES IN THE BAY
Whitefish Bay 
Garden ClubBack to School

▶▶ First day of school Tuesday, September 3, 2019

▶▶ High School: September 3rd – Freshmen are in 
school all day. Grades 10-12 will begin at noon

▶▶ Cumberland & Richards:  Junior Kindergarten (K4) 
has a staggered schedule the first week of school.

August Back to School Details:
▶▶ Remember to do registration online 

through Family Access.

▷▷ Cumberland & Richards

»» Monday, August 19 -- 7:00 am-6:00 pm, 
registration and student picture day

»» Thursday, August 29 -- 4:00-5:00 pm Meet 
and Greet/ PTO Social -- 4:30-5:30 pm

▷▷ Middle School

»» Thursday, August 15 -- 7:00 am-4:00 
pm, registration & student picture day 

▷▷ High School

»» Picture Day & pick up textbooks:

»» Monday, August 19 – 8:00 – 12:00 pm 

»» Monday, August 26 – 10:00 – 2:00 pm

»» Wednesday, August 21 – New 
Parent Meeting 6:00 pm

»» Wednesday, August 28 – Meet 
the Teachers 6:00 pm

Alumni
▶▶ Are you a Whitefish Bay alumni?  If you have good 

news to share we would love to hear from you! 
Please email districtnews@wfbschools.com 

W H I T EF I S H B AY  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

B Y PAT R I C E M I L Z E R , 
A S S I S TA N T T O T H E 
S U PE R I N T E N D E N T
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 414.688.7942 
iboland@shorewest.com  

ilissa.shorewest.com

EHO

Contact me to find out what opportunities the 
home sale data above may create for you.

The market is multifaceted and ever changing. 
With my experience, I can help you  
get the results YOU are looking for.

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. The data does not represent the listings of any 
one agent or agency but represents the activity of the entire real estate community in the area.  Any real estate agent’s ad appearing 

in the magazine is separate from the statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

N EI G H B O R H O O D R E A L  E S TAT E  L I S T I N G S

P E N D I N G

Address	 List Price

4780 N Diversey Blvd	 $189,900

317 E Hampton Rd	 $209,900

4719 N Hollywood Ave	 $220,000

5807 N Bay Ridge Ave	 $329,900

847 E Silver Spring Dr	 $349,900

5049 N Diversey Blvd	 $359,000

5774 N Kent Ave	 $424,900

6334 N Bay Ridge Ave	 $539,000

6049 N Kent Ave	 $825,000

5862 N Shore Dr	 $1,450,000

S O L D

Address	 DOM	 List Price		  Sold Price

5237 N Kent Ave	 1	 $365,000		  $380,000

4971 N Diversey Blvd	 15	 $369,900		  $360,000

5961 N Kent Ave	 26	 $370,000		  $365,000

1111 E Fairmount Ave	 34	 $379,900		  $387,000

5249 N Shoreland Ave	 4	 $389,900		  $375,000

4541 N Cramer St	 48	 $399,900		  $380,000

5220 N Shoreland Ave	 1	 $400,000		  $422,000

5123 N Hollywood Ave	 1	 $419,900		  $418,000

501 E Chateau Pl	 14	 $449,900		  $440,000

6129 N Santa Monica Blvd	 2	 $469,900		  $470,000

5428 N Hollywood Ave	 3	 $475,000		  $475,000

4918 N Elkhart Ave	 84	 $499,900		  $490,000

4731 N Bartlett Ave	 24	 $499,900		  $530,000

5521 N Marlborough Dr	 1	 $510,000		  $520,000

930 E Sylvan Ave	 2	 $650,000		  $649,900

5068 N Lake Dr	 15	 $659,900		  $645,000

5141 N Marlborough Dr	 7	 $699,900		  $685,000

4712 N Bartlett Ave	 31	 $729,900		  $713,500

 jsieberg@me.com • 414 688 4738

Memory Care Assisted Living Community
Meet our community leadership and see how Silverado is redefining memory 
care. Silverado delivers world-class care that is recognized for its approach in 
blending compassion and clinical excellence.

NOW OPEN!

To schedule a tour and talk to 
our team of professionals,
call (414) 269-6598 memory care | community

north shore

Summer is flying by, but there’s still a 
little time left to sign up for summer 

reading. Kids and teens, if you haven’t 
started the program or misplaced your 
reading log, stop by the Youth Services 
Desk to get going. Adults have through 
August 8 to get all their entries in for the 
prize drawings on August 9. You can sub-
mit entries online through our website 
under the “At the Library” section.

We have our 4th Annual Lock-In happening 
for teens entering 7th grade and up on Fri-
day, August 9 at 5pm. There will be games, 
an escape room, food and crafts!  Registra-
tion and a waiver form are required. Stop by 
Youth Services or sign up on our website.

The library is hosting our 4th annual pho-
tography contest! This contest is open to 
any amateur photographer of any age. Did 
I mention there is over $800 in cash prizes, 
including a Best in Show prize of $250?

We will have three professional, highly ac-
claimed photographers review all submis-
sions for judging. Judges will be looking for 
impact, composition, and quality of lighting.

Last year we had over 400 entries, so there 
is some tough competition. New this year: 
kids can either compete in a separate kid’s 
category or they compete against photog-
raphers of any age in all categories.  Check 
our website for all the rules.

The contest is open until September 6, 
so be sure to snap those photos as you 
travel around the world, or even just the 
neighborhood this summer.

W H I T EF I S H B AY  L I B R A R Y

B Y S C O T T L E N S K I , 
C O M M U N I T Y & A D U LT 
S E R V I C E S L I B R A R I A N

This contest is not sponsored by or 
endorsed by Best Version Media in any way.
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211 W. Bender Road, Milwaukee, WI 53217
414-962-8040 |  www.lakesideanimalhospital.biz

HONEST   INTELLIGENT   CARING

80 
YEARS OF 
COMMON SENSE 
VETERINARY MEDICINE

We’re about pets and their people!

Use Natural Light
This is my #1 tip! Going outside and using 
some natural light for your pet’s photos 
is the easiest way to have consistently 
well-lit pictures. Artificial lighting can 
be harsh, and it can create unwanted 
shadows. Natural light also helps you 
avoid that pesky red eye, a result of using 
the flash on your camera or phone. If you 
have an indoor animal like a cat, you can 
still use natural lighting by taking your 
photos next to a window! Make sure 
your animal is facing the window. If the 
window is behind the subject, you’ll end 
up with some very dark photos.

Play First
This tip is targeted slightly more to-
wards dog owners. Imagine arriving at 
the park and immediately trying to get 
your puppy to sit still for more than a 
few seconds at a time. Chances are your 
dog is very excited to be out and about and 
just wants to play! Instead, take them out 
to where you want to take some photos 
and bring something to play with. A dog or 
puppy who has been tired out a little will 
be much more likely to sit still for you while 
you get the perfect shot. A game of fetch or 
tug-of-war can be enough to get that initial 
excitement and energy out of most dogs. 

Get Their Attention 
Getting your pet to cooperate can be a huge 
task in itself. Using their favorite toy or a 
treat and holding it up near your camera or 
phone is a great way to get their attention 
and keep them looking in the right direction. 
They even make attachments for phones that 
can hold a tennis ball! Find an object that will 
keep their interest for as long as possible. 
Don’t forget to reward them for their good 
behavior from time to time, as well. 

Use ‘Burst Mode’ (If You Have It)
Most cameras and phones are equipped 
with a mode that takes multiple photos 
with one click. This setting (also called 
continuous shooting mode) spares 
you the effort of out of timing the per-
fect shot, so you can instead focus on 
getting your pet’s attention. If you have 
this setting, I definitely recommend 
using it. It’s also great for action shots 
of your pet running, jumping or play-
ing. Let the camera do the work, and 
choose which photo you like best from 
the sequence!

Be Patient and Make It Fun
When it comes to taking pet photos, 
patience is key. Keep in mind that your 
pet may not understand what you are 
asking of them or what is going on. It 

may take a few attempts to get the photo 
you had in mind. Making the situation fun 
and exciting can help relax your pet and 
get them more comfortable with having 
their photo taken. If your pet is happy, your 
photos will reflect that!
B Y K A I L E E C A PE L A

PE T  C O R N E R

How to Take Great 
Pictures of Your Pet

I HAVE ENJOYED READING THE STORIES in Bay 
Leaves about Joe Booz, The Milwaukee 
Journal’s Whitefish Bay circulation man-
ager. I got my Journal route in 1962 on my 
12th birthday. Joe was my first real boss. 
He provided constructive criticism on our 
performance and coaching on how to be 
a team member. His calmness, maturi-
ty, leadership, and patience became the 
standard by which I measured all future 
bosses. Joe loved us kids, but we were 
prone to mischief, and one day he taught 
us a lesson we never forgot.

The Journal station house was alongside 
the Chicago & Northwestern railroad tracks 
near Hampton Rd. and Wilson Dr. One of 
our favorite pranks was to place a penny 
on the track and wait until the train came 
and flattened the coin to a disk with the 
faint outline of Lincoln. This was dangerous 

and Joe admonished us to stop. Of course 
his warnings were ignored. 

One Saturday morning when all the news-
boys were at the station to pay their weekly 
bills a black sedan rolled up.  Out stepped 
two large men in dark suits, sunglasses, 
and fedoras. They strode into the station 
and ordered us to sit down.

“It has come to our attention that some of 
you have been putting pennies on the track 
where they are smashed by trains,” one 
man said loudly. “This is the property of the 
US government and it tracks every dollar, 
every coin, EVERY PENNY. When you do 
that, you are damaging federal property.”

Then the second man leaned in menacingly. 
“If we ever hear of you doing that again, we 
will find out who you are and where you live, 
we will come to your house, and we will 

prosecute you to the full extent of the law. 
DO YOU UNDERSTAND?” he bellowed. We 
all sat stone stiff and nodded yes vigorously.

They told us to obey our parents, teachers, 
coaches, and most of all, Joe. Then they 
got in the sedan and left.

Years later it dawned on me that the FBI 
would never send out agents to investigate 
this “crime.” I learned that Joe had gotten 
a couple guys in advertising to dress up 
as G-men, It worked. As far as I know, no 
newsboy ever put a penny on the track 
again. I know I didn’t.

H I S TO R I CA L  PR ES ERVAT I O N  C O M M I S S I O N

B Y S T E V E H E L F E R

The Day the FBI Busted Bays’ Newsboys
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Proud to be the premier in-home care provider offering:
> Companion & Personal Care

> Skilled Nursing

> Child Care

 

NURSE-MANAGED CARE AT HOME

Independently Owned and Operated

> No Minimum Hours

> Guaranteed Compatibility®

> 24/7 Live Phone Response

CENTRAL & SOUTH MILWAUKEE

414 944 0280
www.brightstarcare.com/central-milwaukee

St. John’s Northwestern off ers a progressive, 
college-prep education in an optimal learning 
environment for young men and women. Open 
to grades 7-12, St. John’s Northwestern provides 
a diverse and supportive atmosphere promoting 
academic excellence and integrity of character.

Visit our beautiful 110-acre campus in historic 
Delafi eld and discover why leadership lives here.

800-752-2338 • www.sjnma.org

Leadership 
Lives Here

Day & Boarding Options • Financial Aid & Scholarships

HealtHy teetH and Gums for a lifetime

• Evening	and	early	am	appointments

• Digitial	Radiographs	(x-rays)

• Crown	in	one	appointment

• Free	consultations

Dr. Nathan S. Darling
Dr. Lawerence T. Porter

www.darlingdental.com
414.247.1470

Yelp •  Facebook • Angies • BBB

Now	aCCEptiNg	NEw	patiENts!!

Dr. Nathan S. Darling 

7161 N Port Washington Rd. • Glendale
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Unlimited possibilities.  

With custom colors, dynamic shapes and sizes, and unlimited design options, E-Series windows and doors make it 

possible to create the home you’ve always imagined. Follow your inspiration, express your own unique style and set 

your home apart with the Architectural Collection. Only from Andersen.

“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation.  
©2018 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.  

Street Address, City, ST Zip 
000.000.0000 

web address 
LOGO 

1 0 1 4  E .  C H A M B E R S  S T R E E T,  M I LWAU K E E  •  4 1 4 - 2 6 4 - 570 0  •  W W W. B L I F F E R T LU M B E R .CO M

REMODEL. REPLACE. RETHINK YOUR WINDOWS.

Unlimited possibilities. 
Custom colors. Unique Shapes. Dynamic sizes. 
E-series windows and doors give you virtually 

unlimited ways to express your own style. Unleash 
your imagination and set your home apart.

LUMBER HOURS 
Mon–Fri 7:00a.m. – 5:00p.m.
Sat 8:00a.m. – 12:00p.m.

Sun CLOSED

HARDWARE HOURS
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Just about all of us have driven past the 
firehouse on East Lexington Boulevard; 

and many also likely noticed the iconic red 
beacon light and “Fire Dept” sign promi-
nently displayed off the northwest corner 
of the building.  

This red rotating light was initially installed by 
the Whitefish Bay Fire Department in order 
to provide notice to the community when the 
firehouse was staffed; since at its inception, 
the Whitefish Bay Fire Department was all 
volunteer.  The light could be activated from 
within the station garage and its rotation pro-
vided noticeability to all those who travelled 
in the area.  This type of light was common 
on firehouses, especially across the Midwest, 
beginning in the early 1900’s.  

Over time, the red rotating light became 
a sort of “safety signal” to the communi-
ty, signifying a safe spot that community 

members could go when they were in need.  
Eventually, as the Whitefish Bay Fire Depart-
ment transitioned to a career department, 
the light was used as a warning light to let 
drivers know that an emergency vehicle 
was exiting or entering the apparatus floor.  

Aging electrical equipment had rendered 
the sign unusable.  We are happy to an-
nounce that as part of the renovation, a 
sign company was consulted, and the 
light and sign are being restored.  While 
the light will not be used for any specific 
warning, it is certainly a piece of history 
that we are happy to be able to preserve as 
a part of our history and the history of our 
predecessor department.  On your walks 
or drives past the station this Summer and 
Fall, be sure to check it out! 

For more information about North Shore Fire/
Rescue, visit our website, www.nsfire.org.  

N O R T H S H O R E F I R E  A N D  R E S C U E
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Optometrists: Brian McGinley O.D. | Camthu Pham O.D.

▶ Accepting most eye insurances
▶ Lastest exam technology and Contact Lens fittings

▶ Convenient Appointment Times

optixondowner.com

2567 N Downer Ave. MIlwaukee
414-964-3125 

M-W-F 10am-6pm;  
T-TH 10am-7pm; SAT 9am-4pm

Milwaukee’s Leader in Eyewear Fashion since 1989

Offering same day service  
on many eyeglass prescriptions

The end of summer is unavoidable. Even 
though we know it’s coming, it never fails 

to be a bit of a buzzkill. Soon, school will be 
in session, and families everywhere will get 
back into their routines. This year, why not 
punctuate the end of summer by throwing 
an end of summer block party? Here’s how: 

Get a Permit
Depending on where you live and the size of 
party you’re planning, you may need a per-
mit to throw a neighborhood or block party. 
Barricading streets, serving alcohol and 
amplified music could all require permission. 
Call around and do some checking so you’re 
not taken by surprise or forced to curtail 
your celebration on the day of the event. 
And don’t forget to ask your neighbors to 
move their cars out of the street so you have 
room to groove. There may be some hoops 
to jump through up front, but once you have 
a plan in place, it’s on to the fun!

Send Invitations
If your neighborhood or community has a 
social media page or email group, you can 
invite guests that way, but old-fashioned 
invites are fun to receive, too. You could 
even go door to door or put up flyers to 
get the word out. 

Recruit a Small Group 
of Volunteers
See if anyone is interested in giving you a 
helping hand to ensure the party comes off 

without a hitch. It will be nice not to have to 
do all the planning, setting up and clean-
ing on your own. Plus, half the excitement 
comes from getting together beforehand to 
talk about all the fun you’re going to have. 

Plan the Food
A potluck would be the easiest way to 
go. It’s a chance for your neighbors to 
contribute to the shindig. As the organizer, 
you can offer to provide the main course 
(burgers, hot dogs, barbecue, party sub) 
and assign sides, chips, drinks and des-
serts to those attending. Don’t forget to 
consider all dietary options when menu 
planning. And stock up on plenty of bags 
of ice. You will need more than you think to 
keep all the food and drinks nice and cold. 

Tables, Chairs and Coolers
The best tables for a block party are the 
long, banquet-style kind. Food and drinks 
can be set on top, with extras stored under-
neath. You’ll also want to have a couple of 
those huge drink coolers—you know, the 
ones used to douse a coach after their team 
wins the championship. You can save some 
cash on drinks by filling these with water, 
lemonade and iced tea. As for chairs, every-
one can bring their own or maybe someone 
on the street or a local community center 
has a bunch they wouldn’t mind putting 
on loan. If you get stuck, rental companies 
stock all of these items, too. 

Music
Again, do some checking in your locale to 
see if there are any noise and music ordi-
nances you should be aware of. Music can 
be low key—a couple of Bluetooth speak-
ers synced to a summer playlist on your 
phone—or you can go for coolest party in 
town by having a local band come and play. 

Activities and Games
With any luck, lots of kids will be in atten-
dance, which makes any party more fun. 
Set out pails of sidewalk chalk, tubes of 
bubble solution and wands, sparklers (to 
be used with adult supervision, of course!) 
and water balloons for them to play with. 
Heck, any adult will love these, too. Have a 
football, frisbee or jump rope out for anyone 
who’s so inclined. You could even play a 
round of cornhole or croquet. The sky is the 
limit. If a neighbor has a fun yard game in 
a box in their garage that’s collecting dust, 
this is the time to break it out. 

Clean Up
The last thing you want to do is leave 
your block in a state of disarray. Before 
everyone heads back home, make sure 
everything is picked up and put away. 

The next day, you can share pictures of 
the party with all your neighbors and start 
planning next year’s blowout!
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